
Annual Statement – Liberal Democrat Group 

As leaders of the City Council Liberal Democrats committed to maintain Cambridge’s 
remarkable economic prosperity, but also to address the key challenges facing the city, 
many arising from its success (as specified in the attached manifesto “Delivering for 
Cambridge”): 

• To meet the pressing needs for housing 
• To ensure everyone in the growing city feels they have a real stake in its success 
• To keep Cambridge moving 
• To protect and improve our unique quality of life 
• To deliver our financial strategy to enable the maintenance and improvement of 

basic universal services 

The Liberal Democrat group is willing to work together with the new Labour administration 
towards these goals, bringing forward our own ideas and subjecting theirs to scrutiny. 

We will be concerned that new initiatives are within the competence and capacity of the 
council, are affordable and, based on sound analysis, are likely to achieve what is professed 
for them, which we expect to see defined as part of the initial decision making process. We 
will be vigilant in identifying measures that are more designed for political posturing than 
tangible benefit to residents. 

We will use our experience of 14 years’ running the Council to hold Labour to account on 
behalf of residents for good use of public resources, high service standards to residents and 
against the expectations they have set while winning power. 

We will continue to champion the major policy directions and accomplishments pioneered 
under Liberal Democrat leadership of the Council and we will be challenging the Labour 
Party to: 

• Defend the balance between accommodating growth and protecting the character 
and setting of the city, embodied in our draft Local Plan; 

• Stop minimising the importance of the City Deal and put it to work for Greater 
Cambridge – securing fair balance between investment in transport infrastructure 
within as well as into the city, and giving priority to sustainable transport; 

• Build and modernise more council homes and develop the consensus achieved with 
our Greater Cambridge partners on collaboration to build new intermediate housing; 

• Honour the Council’s commitment to the “Keep Cambridge Moving Fund” to 
mitigate congestion within the city arising from the enlarged A14; 

• Start supporting the City Centre Business Improvement District, whilst holding its 
board to account in relation to residents’ concerns; 

• Maintain area-by-area momentum in delivering the new residential 20mph zones; 
• Develop the Local Centres improvement programme, funded and initiated earlier 

this year, starting with Mitchams Corner; 
• Support the Green Deal with the funds just won from Government to incentivise 

energy efficiency investment in rental housing and conservation areas; 
• Treat the city’s voluntary and not-for-profit sector as partners in achieving the 

council’s objectives rather than just an easy source for savings  



We will continue to  

• advocate for the interests of the vulnerable to remain at the heart of council 
decision making 

• argue for investing the time and resources necessary for getting right those decisions 
for the future of the city, which we have only one chance to get right 

• promote emphasis on educational, preventative and restorative approaches to anti-
social behaviour, arguing against unnecessary council bossiness 

• champion openness in council processes, enablement of public participation and 
ease of access to public services     
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